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...how much support is provided to farmers?

O R G A N I Z AT I O N  F O R  E C O N O M I C  C O O P E R AT I O N  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T

DoYou Know?<<DoYou Know?

Percent

PERCENTAGE OF FARM REVENUE ACCOUNTED FOR BY SUPPORT
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...how countries support their farmers?

Payments based on input 
constraints, income, etc. 

Payments based on historical 
entitlements

Payments based on area 
planted, animal numbers

Market price support; payments  
based on output and input use 

JAPANUNITED STATES*EUROPEAN UNION

68% 65%

13%
27%

11%

5%

4%

1%

97%

3%

COMPOSITION OF PRODUCER SUPPORT ESTIMATE 2003

(as a percentage of total support)

Many governments support farmers by propping up
domestic prices, using protective tariff barriers and,
in some cases, various forms of export subsidies. The
most production and trade distorting forms of support
(market price support, payments based on output and
input use) predominate, with much less reliance on
more decoupled and targeted policies.

*the remaining 6% are “counter cyclical payments”

■ OECD Agricultural Policies:
At a Glance 2004 Edition,
ISBN 92-64-01603-1; $44.
Also availabe in PDF at
http://new.SourceOECD.org.
Disaggregated data available
online at www.oecd.org/statis-
tics/agriculture

OECD Agricultural Policies at 
a Glance 2004 offers a compre-
hensive source of information on
agriculture support across the 30
OECD countries. Based on a clear
definition for classifying support
to agriculture, the report consists
of two parts. Part I provides an
overall assessment of agricultural
policy developments and support
in OECD countries. Part II provides
corresponding information for
each individual member country.
OECD governments provided the
data upon which this report is
based, and approved its publication.

$=Average PSE
2001-2003,
Million USD

The Producer Support Estimate
(PSE) is the annual monetary value
of gross transfers from consumers
and taxpayers to agricultural pro-
ducers, measured at the farm-gate
level, arising from policy measures
that support agriculture.The per-
centage PSE measures the propor-
tion of gross farm receipts accounted
for by government support. It is the
most appropriate indicator for
cross-national comparisons, rather
than absolute support levels for
example, because it takes account 
of varying sizes and structures of
agriculture across countries.



…how to order OECD Products?
call toll-free 1-800-456-6323 

(toll 1-781-826-7572)

fax 1-781-829-9052

online www.oecd.org/bookshop

mail    OECD Distribution Center
Extenza-Turpin Distribution
56 Industrial Park Drive
Pembroke, MA 02359

…who to contact with questions?
about publications and statistics

Laura Creswell 202-822-3873

about press and outreach activities
Sandra Wilson 202-822-3866

about SourceOECD
Joachim Doll 202-887-3466
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2001 L Street NW Suite 650
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The OECD Washington Center
2001 L Street NW Suite 650  ■ Washington, DC 20036-4922

202-785-6323  ■ Fax 202-785-0350  ■ washington.contact@oecd.org  ■ www.oecdwash.org

…about the OECD?
The OECD groups 30 member countries in a
unique forum to discuss, develop and refine
economic and social policies. Government 
officials compare experiences, seek answers 
to common problems and work to co-ordinate
domestic and international policies.

…the 30 OECD Member Countries?
Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany,
Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan,
Korea, Luxembourg, Mexico, Netherlands, New
Zealand, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovak
Republic, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland,Turkey,
United Kingdom, United States

DoYou Know?
…OECD Agricultural Policies at a Glance 2004, is available on our online portal,

http://new.SourceOECD.org, which includes all books, periodicals and statistical 

databases? Try accessing http://new.SourceOECD.org now to see if your institution 

already subscribes to it!
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■ OECD Agricultural
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2004 Edition,
ISBN 92-64-01603-1; $44.
Also availabe in PDF at
www.oecd.org/bookshop or
http://new.SourceOECD.org.
Disaggregated data available
online at www.oecd.org/statis-
tics/agriculture


